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PREFACE. 



DURING the Summer of 1900, when Northern China 
was in the grip of the Boxers, and horrors were 
perpetrated which shocked the civilised world, the 
important town of Kalgan and its immediate vicinity 
escaped not only from the insurgents, but from the 
retribution of the foreign army of invasion. Its unique 
experience was due to the tact and energy of Mr. ShSn 
Tun-ho, an ofl&cial who had fallen under the displeasure 
of the Empress Dowager and had been banished to 
Kalgan in consequence. The circumstances under which 
he turned what appeared to be an accumulation of 
misfortunes to the advantage not only of himself, but of 
his country, are told in the following pages, which may 
have some interest as showing how the upheaval and 
its consequences appeared to a Chinese, enlightened by 
foreign travel and education yet keenly patriotic and 
anxious to defend his country against unsympathetic 
attacks. The story of Kalgan and the subsequent 
arrangement of the terms of indemnity for the Shansi 
massacres, in the settlement of which Mr. Shen took a 
prominent part, are prefaced by some of his earlier 
reminiscences of men and afifairs in the Tangtse Valley 
during the last twenty years. Dates and names have 
been verified as far as records or other means of cor- 
roboration were available and for the form the "Recol- 
lections" have taken the present writer is responsible. 

L. D. 
September, 1903. 



RECOLLECTIONS OF A CHINESE OFFICAL: 

Sidelights on Recent History. 



^HEQUERED picturesque care- 
en are the common lot of 
Chinese officials. The un- 
changing repose which the un. 
tutored Western mind is apt to associate 
with all things in Oathay is not for them. 
The tide of Court favour, taken at the 




full of interest, full of ups and downs, 
has fallen to Sh6n Tun-ho, Taotai, who 
holds high rank at present as Co-Direetor 
of the Imperial Bureau of Mines and 
Railways. His Excellency is in the 
enviable position of having won the 
esteem and gratitude of Chinese and for- 




SHBN TUN-HO*S INSIGNIA AND DBGRBKS. 



flood and leading on as it seems to fortune 
may, at any moment, lose itself in a 
lagoon. To be a man of foreign experi- 
ence and learning is but to increase the 
chances of variety. Such a life-story. 



signers alike for the part he played during 
1 he unhappy summer of 1900. 8h6n Tun- 
ho's police remain to this day one of the 
surest guarantees for peace in the un- 
settled North. A shrewd man ef affairs, 
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a patriot with a single-minded desire 
that his countrymen shall not be dis- 
possessed of just rights, yet with full 
appreciation of the benefits to be derived 
from free intercourse with the outer 
world, Shdn's tact and savoir faire have 
helped to pull his country out of many 
difficulties. The record of his experience 
readu like a romance. 

It was in the 7th year of H. M. Kuang 
Hsu (1881) that Mr. SbSn, who was at 
that time acting as interpreter to Mr. 
Chen, magistrate of the Mixed Court at 
Shanghai, made bis first important rise 
in life. H.K. the late Liu Kun-yi was 
then in his earlier tenure of the Nanking 
viceroyalty and contemplated starting 
the Nanking and Chinkiang line of tele- 
graphs. Foreign assistance was neces- 
sary and instruction also for the Chinese 
who were to be trained up as operatorB. 
Liu, Taotai of Shanghai, was asked to 
recommend a Western-trained official to 
co-operate in the work and it was on his 
nomination that Shdn came to the notice 
of the Viceroy, under whom he served 
so long. After the telegraphic line had 
been laid, ShSn, who bad been educated 
partly in Bngland, was appointed 
to start a school for instruction in 
English, in the Nanking arsenal, 
'i'he object was to train up men 
not only for telegraphic work but for the 
diplomatic service. Thirty students were 
immediately enrolled. 

Within a year Viceroy Liu had been 
impeached by a censor and was removed 
from his high office. To him succeeded, 
H.E. Tso Tsung-tang, an honest, well- 
meaning man but of pronounced anti- 
foreign views. Shdn's English training 
was no recommendation to his new 
superior, but Tso did not dismiss him 
simply on that ground. Instead he en- 
quired into Shdn's proficiency in Chinese 
and was sui7)ri8ed to find it of high order. 
He thereupon decided to retain his ser- 
vices in connection with the establish- 
ment of a torpedo college, a project very 



near to his Excellency's heart. Captain 
Frederick Harvey, R.N., the inventor 
of Harvey's torpedo, was brought out 
from England to act as instructor and 
Shen was promoted to be co-director of 
the Torpedo College with him. Together 
they started a large institution in the 
running of which Shdn found full occupa- 
tion for four busy years. 

Blockade-Running in Forn^ofta. 

When the Franco-Chinese war broke 
out in 1584, Tso Tsung-tang was sent 
down to Foochow in charge of the military 
operations there and was suceeded at 
Nanking by H.E. Tsdng Kuo-chuen. It 
will be remembered that one of the im- 
portant incidents in the campaign was 
the blockading of Formosa, on which 
island it was supposed the French had 
more definite designs. Its Governor Liu 
Ming-chuen was in desperate straits at 
the time as he had few men, less ammuni- 
tion, and no money. Orders came down 
from Peking appointing Shdn Tun-ho as 
blockade runner to get men and money 
through to Formosa. He was one of the 
few English-speaking Chinese then at 
Nanking and was given the new appoint- 
ment for that reason. Arriving at Shang- 
hai, he established an office on Messrs. 
Buchheister's premises with Kung Taotai 
liS chief director. Transport steamers 
were an immediate requisite but all that 
offered were the Waverley and the Whaon 
two vessels flying the British flag. They 
were not exactly ideal ships for the pur- 
pose but they had to serve, and they 
actually succeeded in about twenty times 
runninf^ without diaster between Shang- 
hai and Formosa. The Waverley was 
ronuiianded by Captain Danielsen and the 
Whaon first by Captain Carosszi, the 
adventurous salt who recently died at 
Shanghai, and afterwards by Captain 
Stout. The runs were made, of 
course, under cover of the night and 
smokeless Cardiff coal was used. About 
20,000 men sent down from the North 
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by Viceroy Li Hung-chang; as many 
lifles with ammunition; and TIb. 500,000, 
in nlyer were safely landed in the island. 
At la^t the Waverley was captured, but it 
fortunately happened that this occurred 
on one of the ordinary cargo trips which 
were occasionally run, as a blind, to 
Tientsin and other ports. For their ser- 
vices in connection with this blockade 
running, the captains of the steamers 
received the CSiinese second-class deoont- 
tion of the red button and Sh6n mounted 
another step on the official ladder. 

This time it was to work in co-opera- 
tion with Capt. E. C. Trollope, an en- 
gineer brou^t out from Sir William 
Armstrong's works at Newcastle, on the 
building of a new fort at Woosung and 
subsequently taking charge of it. The 



Starting a Mavy. 

Shdn's next appointment was in con- 
nection with China's early efforts at 
establishing a navy. It was resolved to 
inaugurate a naval college at Nanking 
under professors brought out from Eng- 
land, and with Shftn as one of the 
Directors. The English instructors were 
Mr. John Penniall and Mr. H. B. 
Hearson. The latter had resigned from 
the Royal Navy to take up the appoint- 
ment, and trouble was raised by the Eng- 
lish Admiralty who had him arrested at 
Singapore on his way out. It could not 
be proved, however, that at the time 
in question Mr. Hearson was commis- 
sioned to any ship and when the case 
came into Court, he won it on a t^whnioal 
point. The college was a considerable 




TRAVELLING IN MONGOLIA ON THE WAY TO AN EXILE STATION. 



actual office conferred on Shftn Tun-ho 
was that of Co-director. The fort was 
manned with four 12-inch guns. Capt. 
Trollope falling sick, Sh6n was given a 
fresh colleague in Mr. William Dowdall 
of Shanghai, with whom he worked at 
Woosung for about three years. They 
iilso built the Clump Fort on the Yangtse 
and manned it with nine-inch guns. 

During this period the new Opium 
Convention of Hongkong was signed on 
the 11th September, 1886. Shdn Tun-ho 
was present at the negotiations as secre- 
tary to the Chinese Commissioners, Sir 
Hubert Bait ^d Shao Taotai. 



success. Its course extended over four 
and a^half years and when the fint batch 
of students had completed their term, 
.Admiral Sir £. R. Fremantle, then in 
command of the China station, was in- 
vited up to Nanking to inspect the men. 
He was able to speak in highly com- 
plimentary terms of what he saw. 

The outbreak of the China-Japan war 
in 1894 meant active employment for 
Shdn. Liu Kun-yi had returned to Nan- 
king as Viceroy and, knowing Sh'Sn's 
previous acquaintance with torpedoes, he 
sent him to lay some of these in the 
North channel at Shanghai. Almost im- 
mediatclv Liu was ordered to the scene 
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of the fighting in the North, giving place 
at Nanking to H.E. Chang Chih-tung. 
At first Bhdn was ordered to go with Liu, 
but Chang decided to retain him for the 
defence of the lower Yangtze Forts, that 
is to say thoM of Nanking, Chinkiang, 
Kiangyin, and Woosung. The late Mr. 
Moorfaead, Oommissioner of Customs at 
Hankow, was in charge, with Sh6n in ac- 
tive command immediately under him. 

The Qerm&n-Drilled Army. 

Out of this arose the well-known Ger- 
man drilled army of Nanking. The idea 
was Viceroy Chang's, who engaged 35 
German officers and non-commissioned 
officers to start the Tzechang brigade. 
Major Baron yon Beitsentein, the senior 
foreign officer, was given the rank of 
Brigadier. Gtorman lieutenants became 
Chinese captains and Gtorman non-com- 
missioned officers became lieutenants. 
Eight infantry companies were formed 
on the German war footing of 360 strong 
and there were also two squadrons of cav- 
alry, each of 180 men, and two batteries 
of artillery with 200 men to each. The 
method of recruiting was one of the im- 
portant features in connection with the 
brigade. Instead of enlisting any coolie 
who came along, gathering up the scum 
of the district, none were admitted to 
the ranks who could not read and write. 
When it is remembered that not ten per 
cent of the Chinese population are in 
possession of these useful accomplish- 
ments, it will be seen that the brigade 
was one of picked men. Intellectual quali- 
fications were not the only requirements, 
however; physical standards were also 
fixed, with the result that a company 
commenced drill with first-class fighting 
material as a basis. 6h6n had been ap- 
pointed General on the staff; his official 
rank at this time was prefect only and 
the foreign officers soon found that it 
would conduce very much to progress if 
they had .« Taotai to woiic with them. 
They would bftv^ liked SbSi^ to hav^ been 



promoted for that purpose, but such pro- 
giess would have been unusually rapid, 
and Shen resigned, returning to his old 
position in connection with the Lower 
Yangtze Forts. 

An Unfortunate Incident. 

The UBw Chinese general of the Tze- 
chiang brigade was Chto Taotai, a Ger- 
man-speaking official. Soon after his 
appointment an unfortunate incident 
paved the way for Shin's return. One 
of the German officers took his company 
of men to drill on an open space at the 
back of the Viceroy's yamftn. To this, 
(bjection was taken by Captain Tang, 
a Hunanese on the vice-regal staff, but 
no notice was taken of his remonstrance. 
There was besides considerable jealousy 
of the men of the German brigade by 
ordinary Chinese troops, who were 
neither so well paid, fed, nor housed, and 
the result was characteristic. One day 
while drill was progressing, a body of 
native soldiers rushed on a foreign- drilled 
company with swords and pikes. In the 
m616e one of the Germans, Lieutenant 
Krause, was badly wounded. Immediately 
a complaint was raised by the Sjuaer's 
Government. In this predicament, 
Viceroy Liu Kun-yi, now returned to 
Nanking, bethought him of Shdn and re- 
called him from Woosung to advise some 
means of settlement. Shdn's plan was 
to visit Krause at once in hospital, to 
offer him his full pay for the whole term 
he had engaged to serve, and a free 
passage home. The cheque was accepted, 
a receipt obtained, and also a signed de- 
claration from Krause that he would raise 
no future demands. A cruiser was in 
readiness and no sooner was the document 
signed than Krause was hurried on board 
and dispatched on his homeward journey. 
Viceroy Liu explained what had been 
done and further conciliated the Germans 
by degrading Tang and punishing many 
of the soldiers. A request was then put 
forward that Shto should be returned to 
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the position in the Tsechang brigade 
and should be given the rank of Taotai 
for that purpose. Successful application 
was made to Peking and the promotion 
was granted. To prevent further friction 
between the two bodies of troops, Sh^n 
advised the removal of the head-quarters 
of the German-drilled brigade to 
Wooiung. This was done and Sh6n 
remained with the brigade two and 
a-4utlf years at that place. During that 
time a hospital on European models was 
orected for the benefit of the men at 
Woosung. The troops were inspected by 
Ool. Browne, the English military attach^, 
by the Russian Military Agent, by many 
of the naval and military officers who 
were stationed at Shanghai, and by some 
of the prominent foreign residents of 
the port. A more distinguished visitor 
than any of these was Prince Henry of 
Germany. 



his bluejackets at Woosunf; to drill them 
on dbore. The faotai raised no objection 
and gave permission, but Viceroy Liu, to 
whose knowledge the matter came, saw 
grave diplomatic dangers and vetoed the 
sanction. The matter was taken up by 
the British Minister and pressure brought 
to bear to bring about the concession. 
Shen was consulted as to a course of 
action and his suggestion was that, as 
Woosung was so near the commercial 
settlement of Shanghai, it might be well 
to make it also into an open port. The 
old fort commanded the Settlements but 
there was no need for its guns to point 
against the Shanghai bund. It would be 
letter eiuployed in defending the Yang- 
tze higher up. If Woosung were madp 
also into a foreign settlement no fort 
could remain; therefore, it would be 
necessary to pull that existing down and 
erect another. This scheme was so far 




FUGITIVE MISSIONARIBS. 



II. 



Woosunjt Opened to Trade. 

So far Shftn's career had been a series 
of rises ; now for is time fortune was to be 
against him, though in the long run he 
has peitMps strengthened his position 
through the very circumstance that once 
seemed adverse. Trouble began with 
what might appear a simple request put 
forward by Capt. Corry of H.M.S. Pique, 
made through the British Consul to the 
Shanghai Taotai, for permission to land 



adopted, as to secure the demolition of the 
old Woosung fort and the erection of 
those at Clump and Nanshihtang. Woo- 
sung was placed within the jurisdiction 
of the Shanghai Taotai, with ShSn as 
Director of the new port to open it up 
to trade. He had resigned from his posi- 
tion in the German-drilled army, as it 
hud been determined to carry on the 
brigade without the assistance of for- 
eigners. This, he feared, would speedily 
mean a slipping back to old Chinese ways, 
with possibilities of squeezing and make- 
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bolieve, which European book-keeping 
and methods had absolutely prevented. 

The First Check. 

Scarcely had he settled at Woosung 
when Sh^n was denounced by a Peking 
censor in a memorial to the throne. The 
complaint was that he had been bribed 
by foreigners to have Woosung made an 
open port in order that they might get 
possession of the forts. The Minister 
Kang Yi was appointed commissioner to 
make enquiry into the charges^ He went 
til rough Shdn's books and letters without 
finding any reference to the fort. Shdn 
had only advised the opening of the port 
and, though the removal of the fort fol- 
lowed as a consequence, that was a re- 
commendation of the Shanghai Taotai. 
Kang Yi, however, was convinced that 
Shdn's European education had led to 
an und(»] standing between him and the 
British Qovernment. He was at all 
events f<ir too dangerous a man to bo 
allowed to remain in the important office 
of Secretary to Liu Kun-yi, a post which 
ho had held in combination with his other 
nppointmente for 15 years. Therefore he 
must be degraded and banished to some 
place where he would be free from the 
rrontamination of foreigners. Incidentally 
Kang Yi was directing a blow at Viceroy 
I'jiu, who was, however, too powerful to 
be attacked in person. Liu himself 
mamorialiscd the throne on Shdn's behalf, 
but at Peking Rang Yi had then the 
stronger voice 

Banished to Kalian. 

The terms of the decree of banishment 
ordered Shte to Kalgan a town of Chihli, 
— tiie "great gate" of the north, as its 
name, from two old Mongolian words im- 
plies — ^four days journey from Peking and 
just under the shadow of the second or 
outer gr^t wall. It is to this c^ty that 
it is customary to banish political offen- 
ders, whose crimes, real or imaginary, are 
rogarrled as comparatively mild. In ac- 



cordance with usage Shdn was nominally 
appointed to a small military post in 
Mongolia and was granted an escort of 
one civil and one military officer between 
Shanghai and Peking. At the capital he 
presented his papers to the Board of War 
and received others to be shown at the 
various stages and finally handed in to 
the Mongolian Governor. The journey 
had to be made by mule litter with a 
small staff of attendants. The first stage 
brought the banished official to the 
famous and strongly fortified Nankao 
Pass, in the Great Wall, whither very 
shortly after the Court itself was to come 
in full flight. Another day and Ohadau 
was reached; then came the third night 
halt at Shacfti§n ; and t^e fourth ni^t at 
Hsuenhuafu. From here was only hall 
a day to Kalgan. At the local Board of 
War, ShC*n handed in his papers and was 
duly installed in charge of No. 8 post- 
{station in Mongolia, at a salary of a sheep 
per diem. It is one of the peculiarities of 
Mimgolia that the ordinary medium of 
exchange, silver, does not find acceptance 
there. Payments not made in kind art) 
usually made in the form of brick-tea, the 
required quantity being broken off the 
brick. Small eilk handkerchiefs are 
another popular form of currency and a 
store of these will carry a traveller fur- 
ther than any number of Mexican dollars. 

Life in Mongolia. 

A nomad's life under canvas on the great 
rolling grass plains of Mongolia is not 
much allurement for a Ohinese dignitary, 
and banisAied officials are wont to delegate 
their nominal duties to a native who im 
ccntent to accept them and the diurnal 
^heep together. Shdn followed this com- 
mon practice and took up his residence in 
Kalgan itself; curiosity, however, led 
him to make a journey to No. 8 station 
and see for himself something of the 
country. He was allowed an escort of a 
few soldiers ai^d staff of one — ^a Mongolian 
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interpreter — and with these he set out 
with a camel caravan — ^a long travelling 
t«Dt divided into sleeping and living 
compartments— on an expedition of dis- 
covery. There are no roads, simply 
tracks across the prairie-land with re- 
cognised halting places in the neighbour- 
hood of wells. Three days such progress 
brought the cavalcade to the station, 
where a stay of about a day was amply 



of China appears to be the Mongolian 
cap with the lower rim turned up all 
tound; while the long undersleeve 
affected by Chinese magnates and cover- 
ing the back of the hands are commonly 
worn when riding in Mongolia, as a pro- 
tection from odd without interfering 
with the grip on the reins. A curious 
custom of the country noted by Shdn, is 
the unwillingness of the officials to doff 
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long to exhaust the attractions, and Shto 
returned to Kalgan. On the way he had 
opportunities of observing the interest- 
ing features of the country, herds of 
antelopes and flights ol grebe— much 
prized for their satiny waistcoats — spe- 
cially taking his attention. Wild goat 
and homed sheep, creaking ox-waggons 
laden with the famous overland tea for 
Russia, an occasional troop of natives on 
trek or hunting, these were among the 
sights of the plaoe. In the costume of 
these hardy Northerners ShSn discovered 
the primitive origin of some things now 
typically Chinese. Thus the official hat 



at any time the insignia of their rank. 
These are retained even during sleep. 
The long gowns similar to the everyday 
attire of the Chinese oiien, however, in 
front and back instead of at the side, an 
obvious advantage to a race which spends 
much of its time on horseback. Another 
indication of their riding, roving character 
is seen in the naming of a snow-fall as a 
" famine,'* the reason being that when 
snow falls heavily the grass on which the 
ponies are fed is with difficulty accessible. 
The main object of Sbte's banishment 
was as has been satd, tcr remove Mm from 
opportunffeies ol conteet witb foreignen. 
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Kalgan is, however^ a treaty port for 
Russia; there are a number of foreign 
buildings, a Russian post office and bank, 
and also many missionai-ies of all 
nationalities. 

Rumblings of Trouble. 

It was at the beginning of June 1900 
that Shen Taotai arrived at the city of 
his exile. The chief magistrate 
of the place was a native of Kiangsu and 
an acquaintance of Sh^n. They met and 
the Boxer disturbance, then just making 
itself felt, came up for dicussion. Elnow- 



Ihat, in order that the authorities should 
be prepared to meet any subsequent 
claim for damage to foreign property, an 
assessment should be made in advance. 
This assessment was made accordingly; 
but the foreigners regarded the warning 
to leave as premature and few took no- 
tice of it. The news from Peking became 
daily worse, and at last Mr. and Mrs. 
Sprague and Mr. Roberts, missionaries 
under the American Board, were so far 
moved U> take advice, that, with a num- 
ber of ladies, they left for Urga and 
Kiakta, where it was pointed out to them 
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ing that.ShSn had mixed freely with for- 
eigners for many years the magistrate 
asked his advice, and also consulted him 
as to the likely course of the Boxer 
movement. Shen pointed out to him 
that Kalgan was only four days distant 
from Peking and he felt sure that 
the Boxers would make their way 
thither very quickly. He, therefore, 
advised that all foreigners should, for 
their own safety, leave the place; and 



they could reach the Trans-Siberian rail- 
way. The intermediate journey had to 
be made of course on camels and a very 
p-icturesque, albeit hurried, flight it was, 
ladie.) and children mounting these swift, 
humpbacked animals, with all their effects. 
On the way they fell in with a number of 
other fugitiver, mostly Swedish mis- 
sionaries from Shensi and Kansu, till a 
party of about 50 all told was aisembled 
at Haishuiho, the summer station, to 
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whioh they had resorted in the first 
instancey hoping it would not be neces- 
sary to go further. 
The Order to Slay. 

It WAS while tihe missionaries were »till 
at the summer station that the Imperial 
Decree ordering the slaughter of all 
foreigners reached the officials at Ealgan. 
Tliey were in great perplexity how to act. 
Galling on the highest in rank, Shdn 
Taotai explained his view. Following the 
massacre there was bound to be war, and 
if the VV-B'ornerswon, "Then," he saM , 
" I think all officials who have obeyed the 
Decree will be beheaded, so this can't be 
carried out." The only thing to do, he 
auggested, was to lock the Decree up and 
keep the matter as quiet as possible. By 
telling of previous instances in w^ich too 
sudden seal to execute such orders had 
been followed by swift retribution, he 
was able to persuade the officials that 
his adrice was sound. The 50 mis- 
sionaries, who were srtill no further off 
than Hidshuiho, undoubtedly owed their 
lives to this influence on their behalf. 
So reckless were they of danger that at 
the very time the Decree was locked up 
in the chief magistrate's yamto, Mr. 
Roberte paid a visit to Kalgan for the 
purpose of collecting some money. He 
came Alone but enquired on behalf of his 
fellow missionaries whether circumstances 
would not now allow of their return. To 
him WAS communicated the exact state 
of affairs, with the result that he hurried 
b«ok to his friends, and the flight to 
Kiakta was undertaken in earnest. The 
route followed was along the line of the 
telemph and, from the Engliah-speaking 
clerks at tbe principal stations on the 
w«y, Sh6n Taotai learnt afterwards that 
many other Weetem refugees had escap- 
ed in the same direction. The Russian 
merohantft remaining in Kalgan were 
warned throng their compradores of the 
fate that awaited them if they delayed 
longer. Moat of them were teardealers ; 
they took large stocks of tea with tihem 
and also fled. 



The Boxers Arrive. 

Three days after the last foreigner had 
departed there arrived in Kalgan a body 
of Boxen, 600 strong, as had been pre- 
dicted. Tfce local mandarinate was 
terxw-stricken and the Governor was 
stupid enough to welcome tAie troops in 
his official dress and so pve them 
formal recogniUon. The Boxers being 
thus put in possesffion, Sh6n Tun*o yet 
made an attempt to save the property 
left bdiind by the foreigners. He caused 
their church and dwelling houses to be 
placarded with Chinese characters in- 
ttmating that they had become » Chinese 
college, for which purposes they had been 
confiscated The Boxers, however, were 
not to be put off by this device and burnt 
down eveorthing, wreaking vengeance on 
the property for the escape of their 
hoped-for victims. Some of the lattei^ 
the tea merchanta— hid meantime met 
with further haraasment. On the way to 
Urga they were beaet by MoneoUan 
peasant soldiery who robbed them of 
40,000 cases of tea. 

An Army in Making. 

Tbe Boxer leaders were furious at the 
foreigners' flight and, making enquiries, 
discovered through whom the infom*- 
tion, whidh led up to their escape had 
been given. They surrounded Shto Tun- 
bo's house and demanded of him to know 
wiiere the foreigners had gone. If they 
were not told, they would kill him. In 
this extiemity Bhto resorted to a des- 
perate measure. There were in Kalgan 
at that time a number of Chinese horse 
dealers, who were aoouatomed to find 
their markeU in Tientsin and Shanghai ; 
who dressed in European clothes, and 
were looked upon as "foreign devils" as 
severely as real foreigners. These Shto 
iummoned to his aid. They had tfeeir 
own rifles and cartridges, which riiey were 
wont to use in self-defence, and were 
mounted on their own ponies. There 
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were 40 of them, enou^ to form a small 
squadron with Shdn as commander. With 
this force behind him Shen made public 
an offer to extend protection against all 
comers to any who might wi^h, the condi- 
tion being that subscriptions should be 
raised to pay his men. Many of the Chi- 
nese merchants were agents for foreign 
firms and hated the Boxers accordingly. 
Subscriptions came in freely. ShSn put 
bis men through two or three drills and 



were driven out of the city. They beat 
a hadty retreat to Hsuenhuafu, about 60 
li away and there joined a friendly 
General. Thence, burning and pillaging 
the country, destroying among other 
places a French Catholic Church, Qiey 
made their way southward to an entirely 
different district, never returning to 
Kalgan. Had the Boxers been given 
similarly firm receptions all over the 
country, many if not all the European 




NEAR THE NANICAO PASS. 



then sallied forth to meet the Boxers. 
The latter were armed with swords and 
pikes only but believed themselves divine- 
ly protected against rifle fire. At the 
first disoharge one fell, but this was at- 
tributed to accident; another voUey and 
several Boxers ky dead. The main body 
at this took dismay and fled ; all of them 



lives sacrificed could very likely have been 
saved. 

On the 28t4i day of the 7th Chinese 
moon (August) news arrived at Kalgan 
from the Nankao Pass that the Court 
and ohief Ministers had fled from Peking. 
Great Officers of State were fleeing as 
best they could from the invading for- 
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eigner. Some of them disguised t4iem- 
selves as coolies, some were riding don- 
keys, manj were making progress on 
foot. When they arrived ^t Hsuenhuafu, 
s number of the Boxers were still there. 
An Imperial Decree was issued next day 
ordering that every Boxer should be killed. 
The effect was wonderful; red crosses 
were removed from shoulders and troops 
of turbulent insurgents suddenly became 
transformed into harmless peasants. Nan- 



the Powers. Prince Ohing, who had been 
one of the fugitives, returned to Peking 
for the purpose^ 

III. 
President of the City. 

The successive steps taken by 8h6n Tun- 
ho to cope with the Boxers in Kalgan 
were watched by the inhabitants of that 
city with rapidly changing feelings. 
Their first impression was that he was 




PRICING APTBR THR SIBCR. 



kao Pass was garrisoned at t^is time by 
a large force under General Bia Ohing- 
sh6n, brother of the yet more celebrated 
i^eneral. The Court remained some few 
days and on the second day of its stay 
issued a Decree appointing Li Hung- 
chang, Prince Ching, and Sir Robert Hart, 
Commissioners to negotiate for terms with 



mad to attempt resistance and he cattO 
in for plenty of odium as next akin to a 
' foreign devil." But when the expulsion 
was complete and danger was rather to 
be feared from other sources publio opin* 
ion was reversed. Deputations came to 
Shdn to ask his opinion in regard to im- 
pending events. He told them that the 
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Gourt hiring fled, he felt sure the for- 
eign troops would follow them, and that 
it was most likely some of these latter 
would oome to Kalgan. Thereupon the 
influential men of the place asked him 
to take s(Mne measures to protect their 
interests. He pointed out that he was 
a banished official and therefore could 
have no C&inese status. There was, how- 
ever, a Western way. The people might 
elect him m their President, an office 
whose duties and responsibilities he ex- 
plained, seeing that it was new to the 
Chinese. The office was pressed upon him 
not only in regard of Kalf^n but of the 
neighbouring towndiips of Hsuenhualu 
and Ghimingyeh. Petitions were prepar- 
ed and signed asking him to become 
Peesident; he yielded and set up an 
office at Kalgpm eatttblishing a protec- 
torate oyer the three places named 

On assuming the presidency, Sihdn*s 
first care was to secure the return of the 
tea robbed from the Russian traders of 
Kalfipsn by the Mon^poHan soldiery as 
already mentioned. Orders were laid 
upon the whole peasantry to make 
restitution under penalty of losing the 
promised protection. Within four months, 
20,000 caaes worth Tls. 600,000 and ac- 
tually realising Tls. 460,000 were re- 
covered. The furniture which had been 
stolen was also restored. 

The Coining of the Avengers. 

Within a week of Shdn's appointment 
aA President news came to hand from 
Peking that a G^erman expeditionary 
force under Oount York was already on 
its w^y towards Kalgan. With it was 
Ospt. Wingate and a small detachment 
of English besides some ItaliaxM. Al- 
together the force consisted of about 2^000 
inflantiy, indkiding bluejackets, 600 
cavalry, and two batteries of artillery. 
There was a following of 200 provision 
carts. On the way they had burnt the 
yamftns of Shaho, Prefect, and of Chang 



Ping-ohao, Taotai, both of whom had run 
away. 

To meet this threatened danger Sh6n 
Tun^o rode out alone on horseback as 
far as his outpost town of Ghimingyeh . 
His reception by the foreignen was not 
exactly friendly to begin with, but by 
speaking English to Captain Wingate he 
found a means to present his credentiaik. 
Moreover there were among the Germans 
some who had been stationed at Wooeung 
at the time that Sh^n was a commander 
there, and they introduced him to Count 
York. To the Count Sh6n explained that 
he was President of the t^ree towns, and 
was prepared to establisrh a provision 
office for the expeditionary forces. It was 
agreed that anything wanted by the 
troops should be asked for through iStie 
President. Everything appeared satis- 
factorily arranged for the benefit of all 
parties. 

Next day, however, the expeditionary 
force was pushed rapidly on to Hsuen- 
huafu. ShSn, who was travelling with the 
field guns was somewhat behind the main 
body and on his arrival he was astmiished 
to 4ee the German flAg placed on the 
city wall and the whole place apparent- 
ly in foreign occupation. 

At once he betook himself to head- 
quarters to ask the reason for this change 
of front; the expedition having re- 
cognised his position as President. After 
5ome discussion the point was conceded 
and Sh6n was able to write officially to 
the Count expressing his pleasure that 
the agreement come to wias being carried 
out. This was not, however, quite the 
conclusion of the difficulty. Shdn in- ' 
quired next day of Count York how soon 
he proposed to pnxseed to Kalgan. The 
Count's answer was on the 20th day of 
t^e moon, two days in advance. That 
same night, . however, about 11 o'clock, 
he sent fully Jbalf his force, under cover 
of the darkness on to the next. city. 
When morning broke and Sh&n learnt 
what had happened he went early to 
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Count Tork as he did not consider this 
keeping his word. The Coant replied, " I 
am going on myself in two days' time, 
as I toM you, hut I haye a right to send 
my men as 90on as I like.*' However, 
he was again persuaded to respect Shin's 
position and gave him a dispatcb for 
Major Graham, who had gone on widi 
the adyance party. To catch them meant 
trayelling yery quickly and coming up 
with a German oayalryman who was on 
his way to Kalgan, Shdn requested him, 
as he was making better speed, to carry 
on the order. Hie cayalryman agreed 
and the order was taken on, Shdn him- 
self arriving in the afternoon to exercise 
his protectiye powers. 

Shen Tun-ho's Police. 

At the first arriyal of the foreign 
troops in Kalgan, the native inhabitants 
had taken alarm. Thfilfi_JEfize.idz. Shanai 
j^nk'^r? t''^- Mt ^ p1j* *>- with - gr e at re e en r es 
of silver ; gold dust and tea merohantrand 
others all with valuable sto^ they jr^re 
f eartj tLi)/^ lfr»i " g. Some of the soldiers 
belonging to the expeditionary force 
were not to be restrained from piLlag- 
ing. Shdn went to Major Graham 
and asked for one company of German 
soldiers to act as police for the protec- 
tion of the inhabitants. Two hundred and 
fifty men were placed at Shdn's disposal 
and he divided them in*^o threo octions 
distributed over the three cities of his 
presidency. To protect the women of 
the place, the city proper was closed with 
the exception of one gate and a German 
officer undertook to set a guard to pre- 
vent any European soldier from entering. 
Some Chinese from Peking and Tientsin, 
wiho caused trouble, were arrested and 
punidied in the yamto and after that 
there was not the slightest attempt at 
street robbery. So smoothly did things 
go that on the Sunday the troops were 
able to go out hunting. They remained 
only a week, but before they left Shdn 



was able to assist Lieut. Watts Jones to 
information concerning tbe death of his 
brother, a mining engineer, who had been 
killed at Kueihuaohen, on the Mongolian 
border. Following this succe« Shftn 
undertook to act as agent for the troops 
in Kalgan and to report their advance in 
search of Tung Fu<hsiang, to the Field 
Marshal Oount von Waldersee at Peking. 
Shen accompanied tflie departing troops 
as far as Chimdngyeh and was able to 
secure a peaceable and quiet departure. 
The Germans retired by the way they had 
come but Oapt. Wingate with his 100 
English soldiers made for the Lungmun 
district and via Ohicheng for Nankao. 

Kal^n's Gratitude. 

After the evacuation by the foreigners 
the natives of Kalgan came to Sh6n and, 
to show iftieir gratitude, desired him to 
retain the post of President. The 
thriving trade between Kalgan and 
Tientsin in woole and sheepakina had 
been seriously interrupted by the trou- 
bles. The oompradores of the principal 
films came with the ccMnplaint that 
they could neither get transit passes 
nor protection. From this arose 
the permanent establiriiment of the 
Shdn Tun-ho police force. The Pre- 
sident first started a transit pass 
office of his own and then took steps to 
provide an escort of police from Kalgan 
to Nankao. From that point to Tientsin 
it was arranged with Count von Walder- 
see that escorts of foreign troops rtiould 
be available for the traders and, as a 
(onsequonce, as early as October business 
was safely and completely re-established. 
The Russian tea-merchants applied for 
similar assistance up Nortli, and a force 
of 100 mounted police was set apartfto 
guard the caravans on their way to Urga 
and KJakta. A little later the Rusoian 
Government suggested that they should 
themselves institute a Cossack police but 
Sh6n was able to point to the fact that 
he had already done everything necessary. 
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Eurly in 1901, the Russian tea trade was 
renewed again, long before other towns 
in the North were able to resume 
business negotiajtioiu^ Within Kaigan 
oity itself a regulmr police service with 
a detectiye bmndL prored a most satis- 
factory innoraticMi. 

Several other foreign expeditions came 
in the direction of Kaigan, but 8h6n met 
tbeni all at Hsuenhuafu and saved hia 



Tientsin. On the day that he lost his 
head over 20 special messengers were 
dispatched by the agents of Tientsin 
firms at Kaigan to the port with the 
glad news, and the general rejoicing was 
shown by the lighting of candles in every 
window. In Kaigan at any rate the peo- 
ple had a very wholesome hatred of the 
Boxers. After General Nieh's death, his 
troops were scattered in the neighbour- 
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three towns fcom any annoyance. Ho 
aUo had tracked and arrested in Mongolia 
the chief Boxers of Chahar, who were 
mandarins and who had taken flight. 
Owing to their rank, permission to 
execute them had to be obtained from 
the Court but they were all beheaded. 
One was n Captain attached to the Court, 
who had burnt many buildings and shown 
himself especially hostile to foreigners at 



hood of Kaigan. and Shto with men 
mounted on ponies had several engage- 
ments with some of these bodies, arrested 
them and secured their arms. 

I^fttored to Favour. 

One effect of this unexpected success 
for China in Kaigan was the restitution 
by the Court of all Shdn's dignities and 
decorations. Another was his removal 
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to a larger sphere of work. The oocu- 
pation early in 1901 of the Kukuan passes 
by General Bailloud and 10,000 troops 
and of the Niandaekuan and Lungchuan- 
kuan passes by a large German force was 
regarded as a menace to Shansi proyince 
and Shdn was ordered thither. In order 
that he could command Manchu troops, 
he was given at the same time the rank 
of a Manchu officer, the first time such 
a step had been given to a Ohinese. The 
idea was that the man who had been able 
to handle Count York would be likely to 
succeed with General Bailloud. At Ealgan 
the approaching departure of Sh6n Tun-ho 
caused something like consternation and 
500 men, kneeling around tho Governor's 
yamftn, prayed that he mig^t remain as 
their President. On the 15th day of the 
2nd moon, however, Bh6n set out in a 
mule litter and 14 days later, by forced 
marehes arrived at Taiyuanfu. 

Old Rivals Meet. 

It was on this journey that Shdn Tun-ho 
found an opportunity of taking a generous 
revenge on his old enemy, the minister 
Kang Ti. When the Court fled to the 
West, Kang Yi was among the fugitives, 
and early in 1901 he died. Events in 
Peking were already quieter and it was 
thought possible to get the coffin through 
to the cspital for interment. At Chu- 
huahsien, a little wayside pla/:e, with a 
single inn, Shdn saw, on entering it, a 
coffin painted red, denoting that it con- 
tained the remains of some high official. 
It had been turned out into a small room 
to make way for Sh6n Tun-ho, who ^v.is. 
however, anxious to find out some h. .g 
about it and its occupant. On discovering 
that the coffin contained Kang Yi and that 
it was on its way to Peking, Sh6n realised 
at once the almost certain fate that would 
befall the " Lord High Extortioner," as 
he had been called, on his journey. ^The 
German^ troops stationed in the Nankao 
pass had orders to open all coffins, because 



m any had be en used for the passage of 
ammunit ion, and^^Q; Shansi merohaate 
h ad sent m uch^silveraway from IKentsin 
by tjie same plan.- Kang~^Yi~had made 
so evil a name for himself that, on the 
capture of the coffin containing his re- 
mains, it would abnoat certainly have 
been burnt or otherwisa destroyed, and 
bad friend as he had been to Shdn Tun-ho 
the latter did not want to have his dead 
body violated. He, therefore, wrote out 
a pass, declaring this to be the body of 
"Shdn Tun-ho's friend," and that the 
coffin contained no ammunition or silver ; 
and expressed the hope that the coffin 
would not be opened. By that time Shin's 
signature was so well known by native and 
foreign officials alike in the North that 
the coffin went safely through and arrived 
in Peking, much to the surprise of Kang 
Yi's Manchu friends. 

Misfortunes at Kal^n. 

Before leaving Kalgan Bh6n reported 
his approaching departure to his German 
friends in Peking and explained that he 
could no longer extend a direct protec- 
tion to the merchants and people of that 
place. He would, however, leave behind 
his police and soldiers together with his 
former captain. Wlien this intimation 
reached the (German head quarters Cap- 
tain Kumer was sent with a body of 
cavalry to take charge. As a foreigner 
he found it much more difficult to manage 
the Chinese than Shdn had done, and on 
several occasions he had disagreements 
with the local ofiicials ; nor could he keep 
on terms with the merchants of the place. 
His suspicion of the natives caused him 
to disarm the Mongolian soldiery and 
the magazine where their arms were 
stacked was to be burnt down. Unfor- 
tunately the destruction went further 
than Captain Kumer had intended. A 
quantity of powder had been stored in 
the magazine and it was not all taken 
away before the place was fired. The 
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consequence was a frightful explosion by 
which some 600 lives, including those of 
several Germans, were lost. Captain 
Kumer's own face was burnt. Many 
houses were blown down by the force of 
the explosion and traders became so 
frightened that they left the place and 
the market at Kalgan was temporarily 
suspended. The disaster and its conse- 
quences was reported to the Field 
Marshal and Captain Kumer was re- 
moved. The (German troops were re- 
called and a Russian-speaking Chinese, 
Mr. Liu, was appointed, with the ap- 
proval of Li Hung-chang to be Shen's 
successor. It was more than two months 
before trade in Kalgan recovered from 
its shock. 

While these things were happening, 
&Un at Taiyuanfu had met the Qovernor 
TMn Chun-hsoen, afterwards Vioeroy 
of Ssechuan and now engaged in rap- 
pressing the Southern rebellion, who 
offered to place as many troops as 
might be desired at his disposal for 
the purpose of meeting the French 
General. Sh6n, however, preferred to go 
alone, thinking that thus he would be 
able to arrange matters more easily. The 
foreigners were already over the border 
of Shansi province through the Kukuan 
pass, having driven out Liu Kwong-tsa, 
who was a great boaster but a poor 
fighter. A town had been destroyed and 
a magasine of cartridges found there 
blown up. Here Sh6n met Captain Aub^ 
with an advanced party and other 
officers. His name was known to them, 
but they naturally referred him to Gen- 
eral BaiUoud himself, wLose headquarters 
were across the border at Hwailuhsien in 
Chihli. A French body-guard was sent 
to escort 8h6n to the General and on the 
way he noticed that at the intermediate 
place Chingsinghsien every house had 
been occupied by German troops. The 
Chinese had all fled and at the inn it 
was impossible to get a feed for a pony. 



Making Terms for Shansi. 

A meeting to discuss terms took place 
between (General BaiUoud and 8h6n in a 
Catholic Church. The first object of the 
Chinese diplomatist was to secure the 
retirement of the foreigners. They, on 
their part, had several demands to make. 
In the first place Shansi province liad 
been so anti-foreign prior to the outbreak 
that the passage at Kukuan by 
Westerners had always been attended 
with dangers and difficulties. Sh6n 
undertook responsibility for safe and 
peaceable travelling in the future. For 
the missionary property that had been 
destroyed terms of compensation were 
agreed upon. An indemnity was also to 
be paid for the 177 European lives which 
had been saorifioed in the province, the 
amount to be settled by oonsoltation be- 
tween a magistrate or his deputy on one 
side and a priest or clergyman on the 
other. Fourthly, a postoffice serrice was 
to be established between Chengtingf u 
And Taiyuanfu. There were to be nine 
stations each rapplied by two mounted 
police, men c^rAwn from the trained 
Kalgan forces. 

In return for these undertakings it was 
promised that foreign troops should not 
disturb the people of the province. They 
would have found it impossible themselves 
to seize the Boxers, but a list of those 
wanted was supplied to Sh6n and it was 
left to him to arrest them quietly. The 
terms were referred to Peking; they 
were confirmed and the whole arrange- 
ment was concluded within a week. 
liVhen the news was published it scarcely 
found credence among Chinese or for- 
eigners. Not long before Count von 
Waldersee had declared, on the Bund at 
Tientsin, when addressing the German 
troops, that they must not be satisfied 
till they had taken Taiyuanfu— a state* 
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ment which had struck a proper amount of 
alarm, as it was intended to do, into the 
hearts of the Chinese. The impression 
gained ground t hat Shen must h ave give n 
away vuhiable mining or railway conces- 
sjons jind when the exact terms were dis- 
closed the skill with which he had con- 
ducted the negotiations was everywhere 
recognised. 



as were likely to arise generaUy and 
providing a scheme of assessment of 
damages. He then commenced iqrith a 
discussion of the Roman Catholic claims. 
Throughout the province the Cat^holics had 
16 m issions, in which property had been 
de>troyed. But before restoration of 
buildings was to come a more important 
surrender. At Taiyuanfu the Cat^holics 
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IV 



Repairing the Damage. 

Altliough the basis of agreement had 
been arrived at promptly and satisfac- 
torily the task of carrying out its pro- 
visions was onerous. As a preliminary 
Sbdn drew up for the guidance of the 
magistrates who were to act with him a 
code of 18 Articles covering such claims 



had established a school for foundlings, 
girU discarded by their parents in in- 
fancy because of their sex. Five hundred 
of these had been rescued and were being 
educated by the fathers when Tii Hsiien, 
the infamous Qovernor, who was directly 
responsible for much of the slaughter in 
Shansi province, swooped down on the 
school and carried off all the children. 
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^HejQdade a pretence of questioning them 
AS to their parentage, but of that the 
girls, ol course, knew nothing. Tti Hsien 
had finally distributed them among his 
friends or disposed of them to merchants 
as slayee. These children the Oatholici 
now desired to regain and the fortunate 
circumstance that Til Hsien had obtained 
receipts from those to whom he had hand- 
ed them oyer gave a clue to their where- 
abouts. The receivers were called upon 
to yield up their captives and it is 
pleasant to be able to relate that, with 
the exception of a few who had died in 
the meantime, all were replaced in the 
charge of ^eir foreign friends. 

The Catholic Claims. 

In northern Shansi the dthqlics had 
nvisBions in the five prefectures of Tai- 
pianf u, Fengchoufu, Tatungfu, Supinpu 
and_Ningwufu. They were attached to 
-the-Italian Catholic Mission, llieir tesafis 
during the massacre had been two Bishops, 
three priests and seven nuns, among 
-JhiZDpeans. For these lives and for tiie 
j^roperty both of the missi<His and the 
converts the^indemnitjr^asked was so large 
that 8h6n could not arrange oh the spot 
and the question was referred to Peking. 
There a consultation between Li Hung- 
chaag and the Italian Minister fixed the 
amount at ^Tls^^^^gOOJXK). In the^ioux 
aoothem piefecturea^of Xnanfu, Tadohou- 
^fu. Pi ngyungfu and Puohoufu, the 
stations belong to the Dutch Catholic 
mission . Here fortunately no lives had 
been loet, though one Dutchman had been 
wounded. The indenmity agreed upon to 
be raided by the province was Tls. 
jgO^OOOand in addit'on to this Tls. 500,000 
\£a£ subsequently granted from the 
.Gbaind. Indemnity fund of Peking. Yet 
another body of Catholic Missionare.s 
whoie claims demanded satisfaction were 
those of the two Bel gisg^ dioceses in that 
part of the province which lies on the 
northern side of the Great Wall and 
practically belong to Mongolia. One of 



these bishoprics consisted simply of the 
prefecture o f Sara tai ; l^e other com- 
prised those of Kweihuachftn g, Toto, Ho- 
Jingkor, Fengchen, Ningyuan and Ching- 
^shuiho. The indemnity for this part of 
tBeTprovince was discussed in Peking and 
M. Beau, the French Minister (since ap- 
pointed Covemor of Indo-China) ar- 
ranged with Cheng COiing-fo the Chi- 
rea« delegate to accept Tls. 200,Q00 in £all 
discharge of all claims for the terriloTy 
beyond the wall. About a week after the 
agreement was signed M. Beau wrote to 
Cheng Ching-fo to say that he had been 
under a misapprehension when aooepting 
the indemnity. He thought that the 
claim by Bishop van Asterler had covered 
the whole of Bhansi beyond the Wall, 
whereas the prefecture of Saratsi had not 
been included. He required therefore an 
additional sum as compensation for the 
losses sustained in the second Biahoprio. 
In face, however, of the very dear word- 
ing of the agreement which had been 
signed the Chinese did not feel inclined 
to reopen the negotiation and a difiELcult 
situation resulted. M. da Halgonet, the 
third secretary of the French Legation, 
went up to Kw^^iching to investigate 
matters " in "sSu/^^The native converts, 
whose property had been otolen or des- 
iroje^ were inclined to take the law .into 
their own hands and to endeavour to 
recoup them^selves by raiding the other 
inhabitants 'and there were aU the 
symptoms of active disituibance. In these 
circumstances Governor Tsdn asked Ettidn 
to go to Peking and endeavour to affect 
a settlement. For six months the dispute 
continued, partly owing to the approach- 
ing departure of M. Beau, and it was not 
until the arrival of his successor that new 
terms were come to, the amount of the 
indemnity being increased to Tls. 600,000. 

The " Good for Evil Policy." 

Thus it is seen the_ satisfaction of the 
Catholics had been a heavy expense for 
Shansf. There now remained the Pro- 
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testant Miasions to be conciliated. Where- 
as the number of Catholics massacred had 
not exceeded 20 in the entire province, 
of Pi'otestants, English, American and 
Swedish, 156 had been slain. The terrible 
story of the slaughter at Taiyuanfu had 
to be faced. The simple facts have burnt 
themselves into history; how Governor 



ties had bc^en similarly trapped in other 
prefectural cities. To have paid indemnity 
for all the Protestants at the same rate 
as had been arranged for the Catholics 
would have been a burden which, however 
well deserved, would have pressed with 
exceedingly heavy weight on the pro- 
vince. Sh6n adopted accordingly a 




MEMORIAL IN THE GARDEN ON THE SITE OF THE HOUSE WHERE THE 
CHRISTIANS WERE TRAPPED BY GOVERNOR VU HSIEN. 



YU Hsien lui*ed more than 50 foreign mis- 
sionaries with their wives and children to 
hia capital at the begiivning of the trou- 
ble under promise that he had there set 
apart for them quarters where he could 
give them adequate protection ; how they 
had been treacherously struck down in a 
body, young and old, men and women 
indiscriminately; and how smaller par- 



different method of procedure. On arriv- 
ing at Taiyuanfu he had already made 
preparation for paying suoh poor respect 
as was possible to the dead. The bodies 
had been flung by the murderers into a 
common grave. As far as could be they 
were now identified and reverently coffin- 
ed. A plot of ground was converted into 
a cemetery laid out in the Western way 
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and planted with flowers and trees. 
Instructions were given for similar burial 
grounds to be laid out in all the towns 
where there had been massacres. This 
done, Sh6n advised the Governor Tsdn 
in Peking to ask Dr. Timothy Richard of 
Shanghai, through the Chinese Plenipoten- 
tiaries, to visit Taiyuanfu to suggest what 
further reparation should be made. The 
invitation was accepted and Dr. Richard 
proceeded to Peking, in May 1901, to see 
the Plenipotentiaries Prince Ching and Li 
Hung-chang. He was atone with all the 
representatives of the Shansi Protestant 
Missions, to whom he had telegraphed to 
meet him in Peking, in not claiming in- 
demnity for the lives of their massacred 
fr'ends, but thought that the province 
should be fined Tls. 500,000 to be paid in 
10 yearly instalments, to be devoted to 
the removal of the gross igorance — the 
cause of the Boxer rising — by establishing 
a college for Western knowledge. The 
Chinese plenipotentiaries approved of this 
suggestion and the representatives of the 
various missions proceeded to &hansi to 
arrange details of their respective mis- 
sions. It was also arranged in Peking 
that the Governor should send officers and 
soldiers to escort them the whole way and 
give them a suitable reception on their 
return to the province. These represen- 
tatives were Dr. E. H. Edwards of the 
Shouyang Mission, Mr. Moir Duncan and 
Dr. Smith of the English Baptist Mis- 
s'on, Messrs. Hoste, Jader and On* Ewing 
of the China Inland Mission, and Dr. 
At wood of the American Mission Board. 
Major Pereira of the English Intelligence 
Department travelled up with the 
party but did not assist at the delibera- 
tions which took place in June 1901. The 
delegates had been escorted to Taiyuanfu 
by Shen's mounted police. On their 
arrival a funeral service in honour of the 
martyrs was arranged. A platform had 
been erected in the yamen on tbe place 
where the slaughter took place and there 
Dr. Edwards gave an address in Chinese 



to a large concourse of natives. After- 
wards there was a solemn and imposing 
funeral procession from the yamSn to the 
newly laid out cemetery where the re- 
interments had already been made. 

The Diplomatic Way. 

When it came to the question of in- 
demnity Shen hazarded a bold sugges- 
tion. The Protestant mission in Taiyuan- 
fu had been established in 1877 by Dr. 
Richard, who was first brought there by 
the charitable desire to assist in relieving 
the people then suffering from famine. 
One outcome of his and other missionaries' 
residence there was the establishment of a 
mission hospital, which had been much 
used by the people and was prospering 
well. At the time of the coming of the 
Boxers the mission possessed in. all 10 
buildings, including church, hospital and 
schools? Shen pointed out that the des- 
truction had been the work of Boxers, who 
were now disperse d, whereas the punish- 
ment of an indemnity would fall upon 
entirely different people, who had hitlier- 
to shown themselves well disposed and 
appreciative of what had been done for 
them. The demand made on behalf of 
the Catholics had not increased tlieir 
popularity, and it would be a wise and 
generous policy if the Protestants would 
abandon the claim to indemnity. 

The Protestant Way. 

The Protestant missionaries of Shansi 
from motives of charity fiad all agreed be- 
fore leaving Peking for settlement of the 
massacres in Shansi that no indemnities 
for the lives of the missionaries should be 
claimed. Not only was no money claimed 
for the lives lost of Mr. and Mrs. Pigott 
ill Shouyang, but none was asked by Dr. 
Edwards for the extensive buildings of his 
mission in Taiyuanfu. The mission house 
in Shouyang had already been repaired be- 
fore the conference, but the furniture dos- 
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troyed had oot been replaced. In return 
for Dr. Edwards's magnanimity, Governor 
TsSn issued a proclamation setting forth 
the kindness of the missionaries, re- 
minding the natives of the help the 
foreigners had given them during 
the famine and afterwards by the 
hospital; and pointing out the dis- 
tinction between the Catholic and 
Protestant missionaries. The result was 
that the latter found themselves every- 
where welcome by the Chinese, to whom 



ing Chinese subjects, had suffered dam- 
ago, and the amount of this was assessed 
by a magistrate and Chinese clergymen in 
joint commission at Tls. 200,000, which 
amount was ordered for payment accord- 
ingly. 

There remained the claim of the Am- 
erican Allinnce Mission, who had a station 
at Supingfu outside the Wall. The mis- 
sionaries had endeavoured to escape by 
May of Kalgan, but many had been slain 
in their flight. No representative of the 




MONUMKNT TO THIi MARTYRS OUTSlDK TAIYUA.NKU. 
KRKCTKI) HV SHRN TUN-IIO O.N THK SITE OK A DKMOI.ISHEI) MONUMKNT TO VU HSIBN. 



at l(^ast Tls. 100,000 had been saved by 
their kindness. TJhe China Inland Mis- 
sion had 60 Stat ij)ns destroye d thro uah- 
ouTTITe pro^Tuce, and they also forewent 
tlicTr claims, which would have been Tls. 
300,000 at least. Mr. Duncan agreed 
that the English Baptist Mission should 
be content with their grant from Peking, 
only property indemnity. To Dr. Atwood, 
Shdn handed over the property and gar- 
den of a wealthy Boxer at Taikohsien 
and no further compensation was a>ked 
by him. These concessions were made so 
far as the foreigners themselves were 
concerned. Many native converts be- 



mi&'ion had attended the conference for 
settlement at Taiyuanfu. The American 
Minister at Peking and Dr. Timothy 
Richard were approached. At length 
with the assistance of Mr. Hoste and Dr. 
Edwards, Shen communicated with the 
headquarters of the mission in New York, 
and in the winter of 1901 Mr. and Mrs. 
Woodberry were sent northward from 
Rhanghai to Taiyuanfu. The financial 
position of the mission did not allow of 
its claim being waived altogether, but a 
settlement was affected for just over Tls. 
qOjOOO. These were the only sums paid 
to the Protestant Missionary Societies, 
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THE MARTYR'S ROLL AT TAIYUANPU. 
BRBCTBD ON THB GATB OP THB GOVBRNOR'S YAMBN. 
(THB NAMBS OF THB PROTBSTANT AND CATHOLIC MISSIONARIES APPEAR SIDE BY SIDE IN THESE TABLES) 



and oil Ui6 site of ohapels and houBes 
that had been destroyed proolamations in 
Chinese were put up stating that, in 
spite of the damage that had been in- 
flicted, the missionaries were not calling 
for any indemnity for the liyes lost. 



Taiyuan Universify. 

Within a few months after the proposal 
to open a university in Shansi there was 
issued an Imperial Bdiot to establish a 
university in every province. Thus there 
appeared a possibility of having two uni- 
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Tereities in the city of Taiyuanfu. To 
sToid jealousy and poes^le friction be- 
tween the two Dr. Richard went up to 
Shanai in the apring of 1902. Heyentured 
to suggest to the Goyemor that there 
thooLd be only one institution wifth two 
departmental-one Ghaneee and the other 
Weatem. This met with t^e approvai of 
tho QoTemor. 

By that means Taiyuanfu was able to 
eeUbl'sh w4iat is perhaps the most 
effident university in China, with a 
strong staff of Western prolessors in addi- 



into execution. One of the eariietft 
achievements was the discovery in an 
adjacent city of the man wiio had made 
the wood block from which the anti- 
foreign plaoard had been printed. The 
m'screant was arrested and executed. 
Another institution by Sh^n was the na- 
tive newspaper " Tsinpao/' so called after 
the ancient name of the province. I^e 
people were, however, uardly educated i^ 
to the point of reading newspapers, and 
having started publication Sh6n had to 
devise means of obtaining .tobacriben. 




THE martyr's CBMBTBRY. 



tion to Cbinese; and thus the capital of 
the so recently hostile Shansi is in a fair 
way to be known as anti-Soreign no 
longer. The staff at the univeraty in- 
cludes six Europeans and eight Bnglish- 
speakinp Ohinese. 

Mention has already been made of the 
list of principal Boxers whose punish* 
ment was entrusted to Shto. Of these 
105 in all were arrested and decapitated. 
One day after the settlement had ap- 
parently been completed Shftn observed 
an anti-foreign placard in the city. This 
brought home to him the desirability of 
instituting an efficient police force, and 
with the experience of Kalgan before 
him, he was not long in putting the idea 



His plan was to institute monthly exa- 
minations for yamdn and other posts, the 
questions being invariably based on sub- 
ject matter to be found in the paper. 
Soon the fascination of newspaper read- 
ing began to gprow, and although the 
" Tsinpao " has been only about a year in 
existence it now has quite a large cir- 
culation. There is also an increasing dis- 
pooition on the part of the Chinese to 
take shares in the Company which is res- 
ponsible for its production. The news 
matter, it may be said, is based upon what 
has already appeared in Shanghai and 
Canton, so thst outside influences are kept 
at work. 
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Memorials or' Mut 'I'rouble. 

Two other incidents in connection with 
Shen's period of activity at Taiyuanfu de- 
sen-e mention. At the time when the 
Ikixors' frcMi/y was at its height a number 
of the notables and gentry of the place 
had pn'fii'fl a monument to Yii Hsien in 
the city and inscribed upon it the names 
of the grateful subscribers. When Shen 
arrived and announced his commission to 
hunt down tliose responsible for the atro- 
cities, the gentry, whose names were pub- 
lished on the monument, made all haste 
to protect themselves by pulling the 
erect ion down and destroying the stone< 
of wliicli it had been built. The site was 
sulis«»(|u«'ntly used by Shen for a nionu- 
MUM it in European style, whereon was 
written the Decree expressing the Imperial 
Norrow for the massacres and plundering 
that had taken place. The hou.se which 
Yii H.^ieii had made a trap for his vic- 
tniis was appropriated by Shen to public 
uses, and its gardens laid out for the 
general benefit. The China Inland Mis- 
sion ha< since set up a monument near 



tlic South liatc !a the (Jovcruor Tscn and 
to Shen, the lirst two Chinese, to whom, 
so tar as is known, a public memorial has 
licen rai>ed by Westerners. Another 
tablc>t in the same pface records the names 
of those who lost their lives in the fatal 
1900. 

The ''many important services by Shen 
to his country have been marked by ap- 
propriate advancement in rank and digni- 
ties. So valued have his services been 
in the north that in response to a me- 
morial from Governor Tsen he has been 
made expectant official of Shansi instead 
of Kiangsu, his former province, and is 
now Taotai of Taiyuanfu. In July last 
he was called up to Peking to till the 
office of Co-Director of the Bureau of 
Mines and Kiilway-, wher.* with lame 
opportunities the many friend < he has 
made among Westerners will wish him 
iqually large success. At the Imperial 
audiience recently granted him by the 
Empress Dowag<»r and Emperor he was 
awarded the First-class Button, a signal 
mark of the Royal favour. 
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